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business to take me about personally. He was an excellent
soldier, and when, after his marriage with my cousin, Princess
Louise of Prussia, the youngest daughter of Prince Frederick

- Charles, he had the right to wear the uniform of the Ziethen
Hussars, he was always very proud of donning that beautiful
tunic when he came to Germany, which he frequently did to
attend manoeuvres. Our friendship lasted through many decades
based as it was on our community of military interests as well
as on the sympathy of our views in general It lasted until
the war broke the bond, a grievous loss to me.

My favourite aunt, Princess Louise, at that time the
Marchioness of Lome, now Duchess of Argyll, spoilt me from
the time I was a tiny child. I was allowed to play in her room
and many a sweetmeat was hidden there for me. She was of a
joyous, sunny temperament, and had as keen a sense of
humour as her mother, the Queen, the very sort that wins the
heart of a child at once. I always loved and admired her,
and for me my whole life long she remained " the indulgent
auntie/' But this bond has been severed too.

0 The Ladies and Gentlemen of my grandmother's Court
were equally friendly to us. Sir John Cowell, who was Master
of the Household, used to remind me in after years that he had
carried me in his arms. The Grooms of the Chamber and
household servants of my grandmother were very kind to me*
and I always delighted, on later visits, to refresh the remem-
brances of my childhood with them.

Very frequently my grandmother organised excursions by
carriage for us to see the lovely scenery on the Isle of Wight,
My dear mother had the greatest predilection for Osborne,
a liking that presumably 1 have inherited from her. She told
us on our rambles through the beautifully laid out gardens
and parklands of Osborne, with its many young plantations,
that it was all the exclusive work of the Prince Consort Albert.
Landscape gardening, of which he was, indeed, a past-master,
was not the least of his many-facetted talents. Certainly the
most celebrated avenue of Araucanas in Europe was designed
by him as an approach to the Castle. Then, too, there is an
interesting corner of the Park in which every tree has been